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Some thoughts on the Vardisubani round church

36§M33 3mba
Guntram Koch

doMomManb baggMmab@g@o (ggMdsbns)
Philips-University of Marburg. BiegenstralSe 10, 35037 Marburg, Germany

ABSTRACT. Near the village of Wardisubani, southwest of Thilisi, Georgia, lie the ruins of a
church. It deserves special attention because of its shape, the “round with gallery” and the
prominent position on a terrace above the river Mashavera. It is a copy of the “Anastasis
Rotunda”, part of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, donated by Constantine the
Great (constructed 326-335 AD). Twelve such copies from early Christian times are now known
together. The fairly thick walls indicate that there must have been a barrel over the gallery and
a stone dome over the center. There are no external indications for the dating. The pottery and
the masonry, roughly hewn stone and mortar, not ‘'emplekton’, can indicate that the church
was built around 500 AD. The exceptional location suggests that it was a pilgrimage church,
but only of local importance, and it was forgotten after it was destroyed in the middle of the
7th century by the Arabs.
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dgbagsema

beggge 396M0bydbal Fobrmmdmow, ©IsbabnEsb AMnmm-s0dmbsgmgmom, dge (30(396m
BIM0L 306, MmIgmoa( de. dodsaggmal mMds bgmdalgb Rowal, g3mabonb 6563Mg39000
(byFomo 1,2)2. 1989 Bgmb Ro@omgdmmoa dmzmg gdb3gmnnalb dgmgasm, gimgbos ns@s3ab
mbgdg 0gbs gombMoammoa. smdmRgbaemn 39Madogmn doboms doggmzbgds ob.b. 8g-5
Lo 3Mbneb 8M8d9d0L dgdmbagzedeg 3gfomelb (8g-7 Lowzmbolb dms bobgdn) (Bonksaase
1990)3.

93gbos  2obbsgnmmgdom LoabGgMgbms Mmamey godm@bgmmo mgomdabsgdo
3gdsmgmdoom, sbg3g mogobo gmE3om - gb oMol BMommo boggdmds aomadgdmbegmgmoon
(by@omo 3) (RoBbeybadgoma 1992:69-74). 03 3603369mmmdals bomBmbaRgba, MHm3gmag dab
0t doMmBm  JoMmorgmo, oMsdge  dogmo  Mmdob  0d3gMoobs s gogMobGnobgdmmo
3gMogghommo Mgaombgdol s@Mgdab@nsbymn st dodgd@nMobomgal 3Jmbws, boggdmds
MBOM oMM 3mbGg4LEG30 bos 0dbgl asbbouema.

Mol nsbam Mgmogon® s6Mdo@gd@ @l domosbmdada o9y aswsegbgoszm,
sgzoemo  dgbsdhbgzn 0gbgds, GmM3 doMomoae gs3M(39mgdnmos dgbmdol ™o @odo,
396dmE, gmHmbagosbn afMdngn dgbmdgdo o dMogombsognsbo dsbomngzgdot. g3mgbogdals
(3968®omadgdymo  gmMmIgda domnsb 0dzgoomom azbzmgds. o3 dbGog asdmbszemabos

bogomggmm o bmdbgmon, Lass (396@Gsmum mgmddg gobmoggdmmo boggdmdgdo
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dgomgdom bdofns. gb 83 Mgaombol aofMzzgm moz30bgdnEgdsl Bomdmowaqgbl (Plontke-
Liining 2007:255, 301-304; 2016:160-175; 2018:189-205). o8 3m6@IJLE30 goMmabundGal
bEommo dgbmds go6dgdmbagmgmoaom Mbogsmmn@o dgdmbgggss.

Ly@ooon 1. gofmabndsebo, sgMmam@massmgds AMoomm-psbsgmgmomab, 1396 3mobdy 35353960l odmmdo

Ly@oomn 2. gofabndobo, IMagsemn gzmgbos. bgoo ©sobsgmgomnsb
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LyFosmn 3. 3oMmeEabndseba, bobsba (@obogmgmn, dstrg3603).

smEamdab dMagzsma §odmab sbemgda

030b 993093, B3 3MbLESDbENb own sb.6. 324 Bgmb Hmol 033gM0olb gMM3ncmzbyymn
33sMmzggmon aobs, dobds gosd, gmgbgd 326-328 Bmgddn 630bws 306sdg 0dmabogy@s. dob
0d  sanmgdol dmbsbymgds LyyMs, MmImgdbsis  JMobEosbgdo ogbmb  8d439960&
3bmgMgdol o6 IgEmol  godmbgbols 393300 gowbgb.  dMogom  sbgo  dgnsl
3MBLEOBBNbgL dMdsobgdom g3magbogdo adbs sgqgdymmo, 39Mdme, dsomdgzda, dsdMgdo,
3g0rmgdbs s, 30639mglb ymgmabs, ng@mbamndda.

5®300mmdMng0 3o0dm(39dob dobgogom, JMabnsbgdo omBIybgdmmba ny3696, GmA
0(3mEbgb, Lo oym 3megdo s3dmzgzgomamo badsMbo, HmIgmdaz 0gbm bLozgoomol dgdwgg
©35bogmO39L s LonEsbs(y ngn smEas. JMNLENbgdabmgal o3 WomMgbaw 360d369mm3zs6
0@a0mdl  3mbLEobGbgl dMdsbgdom, ©osbmmgdoo 326-335 bemgddo, YDoMmIsboto o
®030b9dMo  MbogomyMo  Boggdmds  8dgbs  (LyGomo 4). 3megdo  godm3zgmoaeo
Lodombal  LadbMgmom ©dgbs bymbsognsbo dabamagzs dgbobgmagmom  s@3mbagmgmal
3bMoEsb, 0gnbomadol RMommgonEsb LadbGgmabzgb godsgorm dmogem  mgmddy.
dobomogol  s8bowol  obagmgmom ogm gbm o PbaMIsbofn IMggzomo  boggdmds
350 d93mbagmgmom, GmIgmoai 0gbmb Loggmagh gMGys aomb - ,3s3bmzMol sramdal
3azomo Godofmn” o6 ,Logmogal 3Mazomoa Godoma® (LyGsma 5, 6 )°.

(396@Gomamo  bog@ab moegdg smdstogmo oym  Jzab  gmddomo. dsbomn s
J0LG0obmdal dodotor IGEmo gobbymdoemn go@ndnn 3dMdobgdmal, oS-35 3030l
35@mMbmdol @MmL, 1009 Bgemb, 360d369mmgabboman ©onbaMs s dgdwmga LA >

smeaqboms.  Logmogol mogdg oMbgdymo MmEBMbos msegabo ddmegmn  390madoo
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bacg3olb 6oBommdMng gowoy@bs. dobo smmagbs 1030 Bmowsb ©onbyglb. Ladmdomgdol
3LEMmgds dgbadmgdgmo gobos 1048 Bgmb 3mbLES6E0bg IX 3mbm3dsbal (Bggmdes 1042-
1055 Bgddn) ©obdomgdom. x350mMLbgdal  do@mbmdalb 3gMomedn, 1160-70 bemgddo,
AGMbosL smdmbsogmgmal dbatgl, g.0. 3mbLEEEGNbIL MHMEbogmo dsbamozol gema
bobomol  93bg, GMIsbymo  LGomob ©oo g3emgbos 80sdgbgl. HmEMbos dgdwmga
3Md35mRgM 0dbs MgbGezMamgdama, 3a36Med 30Mzgmon BMMBs g3y dgbsmRmbos,
3960dm, ,6Gommo bogqgdmds go6Mdg3mbagmamon” (bLyyMama 7).

Mg JM0LEG0bYmo g3mJal smEamdal dMazsmn Godmal domonsb (3m@o sbemns
dgdmEfgboemn. 3s  Lamgmbggdbs o 3g-15 Layygmbob dgdamd 3gMommdo 3o 3dobo
dgomgdoom dMogomMnbmazobo sbmgdn 0dgbws dbmgmomlb Lbgoabbgs 439965308, of
dmgmge  o35babgmador  Me3gbndg  dooasbl, MmImagdaiz  goMmEobndbol  g3magboab
305bM7965d0 dgndmgds ©sa39b35Mmb.

semEamdol  dMggomo  Godmal ygzgmodg sMgymo sbemo oMol 3mbLEebGabal
(ao6s0(330ms db. b. 354 bgemb), 3mbLEGSbENbY @nEAlL Jomndgamal, do3bmmagndn, mgb
630bs 3mbLEEb3oL g3mgbos, HmMgmas 9396ws @osbrmmgdom 340-345 Bemgdda (byyMomo
8, 9, 10). ob sMgdMalBosbyma osMjodgd@nealb asbbsgnmnmgdom dmsddggwss b60dydl
bomdmoaqbl (Rasch & Arbeiter 2007; Brandenburg 2013:76-91).

sobmmgdom 400 Bgmb o6 (3mBo YBc™m 33006, 3MbLESEEGNbg3mmdn ©dgbrs
36Ma3om0 boggdmds aomdgdmbegmgmom, Hm3gmas, MHmams Robl, 63nbrs 396M3mbal s
3o30mmbob babgmmdalb oym (Muller-Wiener, 1977:186; Beygo 2009:19-24)8, 0gd Ggm0330980(3
1bos ymgomaym. dgdm@bs 65393mbol bomdobato 8ababdzgds LEMNIG YOS, MmMIgmo(s
3boymxl, MM asmdgdmbogmagmal megdy, LagsMonomm, oym (30maboMyma msmo,
boenm (396@MomnEo 6obomalb 093bg - 430b gyddsomo.

dmo  Lamgmbggdol  3gMomeolb  asdmzgdolb  dobgmzom, dmemboal  g30Lgm3mb
39@mmMbonbl (930bgm3mbo agm 431-450 bemgddo) og@nbomaddn 63nbws  sanmgdals
dmmm(330b dgdmga dSmamdal dMagsmn Godmal dabgogom JMabEgb bogmsgal gzmagbos
bos 0939698065 (Ousterhout 1981:311-321). ;vx3(39, Santo Sepolcro-b mg396gmo dgbmds
dbmemme 1141 Bemob dgdmamd Brmgddo ¢bos oymb s39dmma ©s 89-15 Lamzmbalb 353wy
Log®dbmdmo gobobmgdamo.

93mgbos Santo Stefano Rotondo ©mddn (sdgbwos 5b.6. 468-483 Bmgddn) 63nbeoos
LEJBoby 30MzgmImMbadals  bobgmbdgs  sagdymoa. bos  ©@nbndbmb, Gmd 6dnbosbols
Mgmng309d0 83 g3mgbosdn  sMabmeal  ymgoes (Brandenburg 2000; 2013:216-233)°.
mogmadnMmzggmam Santo Stefano Rotondo-b d4ys BMammoa Logczob Mmo3dg amddsmn 3gmbrs,
Amdgmoi mabolb  domgdabageb  dgmagdmes.  dmagonsbgdom  amddoma  Rsdmoad(se.

omEagbgmos hsdmd(3930L dYLEGN MmeMoma.
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LyGoomn 4. ngfgbomndn, dosbmgMolb bogmogal g3mgbos. 3mBLE6EGbgl Mmabogma dmgmao
3M33g Lol (3g3Lgdnma) 39ads (sedmbsgmagmn, datixgbog)
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Lyomon 5. 0gembomada, 3mbLEbENbgL MMabogmo do3bmgzcalb smEamdnlb IMggsomn
&odM0ob (Bg3Lgdmmn) 39ads
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™530530M390M0 3bgz0ob 35300560 30603640s NG #9M335m0
306 3dgdmbogmamosbo”  g3mgbogdol  Godaob  Lbgs  g943b  g3mgbosdn,  Gm3mgdacs
0@MgdMob@osbym  bobol g3nogbolb ©s Mmdgmos dbmmme  3sGoMms  bobgmgzgdos
dgdm@Rgboemn (3gemnbondn, gazed3dg; Liommdmmabo - dgo dgobo, Palaestina Secunda-b
gEsdomsdo; 83837905, BMomm-sbogmgoma  LboMos; ,obsma  3omgotamo®  dmmbado,
36mzgobzns 36Mddosl gmsdomago; 3mbodo, RfMommgmo 3s3gmbos; 3gGxe - I
Loy 3nbggddo 8396909mn dodogm dmagatabagmmbal Lobgmmdol g3magbos).

590l oobymn  bsobolb 3 ,38Mag0m, go6M3dgdmbagmgmosb” 30MgMozbmgsb
93magbogdal  xamxl, GmImgdoi 0gdmbsmadal smeamdal dMagsmo Godmalb sbemgdl
Bom3maaqbl, §399360L 356Mobydbal g3mgbool bsdmgdas. domgem 3306y ©Dbosdo, g.o.
30bs6@00L 033gF00b Inogmmdo, abgzg Omame(z bmdbgmdo, dbgaogbo Godal gzmgbos o6
o0l ogngboMgdymo.

3000bMdsbdo o6 ogm asdmygbgdamo (30mm3g dgmdo dmdgda. Bmamz Robl,
dommgzgol dobagms dbgemo Lodmgbgmo nym. 83g35Mo©, 3omMmadgdmbegmgmo s dns BGHogmma
LogMig Ldgmo 3gEmgdomss gogmyamo, HmMAmgobsz dbmmme Medegbndg asbobgmgmo
3d3b (byGomo 3). 39@mgdol Labgg 03s%g 398 Y39mgdlL, HM3 goc3dgdmbagmgmb 3gmbeos
(30e0bEGNm Mmoo, bemm (396@ Moo bobomolb magdg smBstoyyma ogm addsmols
ygmo goddsmoon.

LyBomn 6. ngfgbsomndn, do3bmgMolb smmamdnl dMagomon Godfmal 0b@gfMngfn, Ladbmgom-
>8mbogmgomnsb (1680 brob aMogom®s)
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Ly@oon 7. agfbamandn, Bo3bmzgMol smamdal dMagzsmn Godeal 8539&0, AMommgmnsb
(3o63(3bb0g dsbamogal abagmamolb bsbagmn)

033gGs@mE  3mbLbEob@nbgl  @MmML  JMab@nsbgdobomgal  B3nbws  smaomgdal
3mbobobymadmoe oo MomEgbmdoo 3omoafndgdds ©anbyglb 3omab@nbsdn Rsbgme.
BmgogOnds domgsbds Ladgbagmm  RsbsbgMgdo goszgms, GMImgdaz domosbsw  Sb
boBommdmogss ©mgdg dgdmbsobyymald. dsMmamoas g3mgbogdo ©s Lbgs boggdmdgdo 3
RobobgMgddn abzMomgdam ofss smbgfMnmo, 85308 PMMEIEMH™ g3b3w07ds J0603bgdgdo,
Mmdmgdas 3603369mm3605 dgbmdgdals gogqdobs @s domo Mg3mbLE MY d300bmgab.

by@oomn 8. Hm3o, 63. 3mbLEbss (3g3Lgdema) ggads
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LgBoma 9. BmBo, 63. 3mBLE L (30. 0bGgFH0gMa, bgwo Jgbobgmagmawsb (3Gagayo)

by@oomn 10. Hm3o, B3. 3mbLEob(3s: bgwn AHammamal dbGnwsb

Rggbogal  3603369mmm3a60s  g30Lgm3mb oMz memgal  Rebabgmgdn,  BmIgmocs
bom3mdmdom aom00©sb (bogMmabagomn) agm. 3ob osbemmgdoo 680 bgemb, g.0. 3bemadsbn
oM0dgd0l  dogm  B30bos  dobol  a3yMmdowsb 40 Bmol  dgdcga, dMogommo  Bemal
306353cmmdsdn dmnaMs Mg dcabBosbama sanmgdo Bobs sboal 3Mm306(309830. 43069
abobg dobo agdn Drzedg dmogMmds JoMmodbmgdds dm@mobrnnl abagmgomnm, dows
30660©gd0b  35@oMs  Jbdym ombadg gofMays, LoESy 0mbol  Losds@mbL  dmbab@gma
3gdomgmdes. dobds  babsddmzamds, omdbabybds, bobamdmogo  ©Gmom  dgagems
oM 3mma0, MOmIgmdss  baboddmzaml  obzMamgdom  @eddm  msgabo  ImgbaMmdals
dgbobgd. s@m3bsbybds 83 dmboymemol Laggdggmgdyg dgoanbs bogbo - de locis sanctis libri
tres (,bo30 Boabo 6d0bws sgomgdals dgbobgd®). Rsbsbgmgdals mGogoboma s 39Ma MmOy,
dogcsd dgdm@hgbamons dms  Lamzmbggdolb mmba sbemo. booEubGMo3omME o6 MR ds
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(3300l ©ogqddy mmbo g3mgbool 39a3s ©obabs, MMImgdars dmIbobyLbds 3gMasdgb@ by
300@0bs. gbgbns: x3Molb gm@mdnlb g3mgbos 053mdol  gobmab dbgdda (Bgodmeoaba -
bodembn); Lombal g3mgbos; sdommgdol BMEMbos ©s JMobB gl Logmsozol g3magbos
096bamnddo. ggadadg sMss dm393mo oo dabamn 3s. dsbamozob Godo (36mdomo nym
5 39335%g ob YdMommE FoMogmbgomss smbadbyon, 8sdnb Mmegbya  basilica
constantiniana, g.0. ,36L&ob@06gL dobonzs”, dg@sbamas (LyGsma 11).

M 3NmRoLmzal smEamdnb dMagema @odsmn Lbgs @odfMgdaobasb godmomhgmms
oMo dbmmme Mmamy asbbsznm@mgdagma b3nbos sgomo, 5Modge msegabo gm@Ioms(s.
0mM3bsbybol  RobobgMgddn ol Medwybndy ®g@omom oMol  godmbabyymon, GmIgmms
dabgogoms dgbadmgdgmos dobo gmm3bndzbgmmaboe 0wgb@ognznfgds. 1bos nogzsl,
M3 @odMgdal 3basgbo Robobo@gdo Lbgs 3omoaadgdbsi mbos RsBmg@ebsm, Jogsd
0bobo R39658g o6 dgdmababe.

5 sgrea nvnrmuu":; Y RGH d 17
¥ ®5 s N
= o

e D%’%“L“L’,’"“’«“’f@' bnfim g magmce aygrrmees e

sy s enerIr fecbsoerny— Iﬂﬁ)m -,

Lg@osmo 11, ng@absmndn, JMab@gb bagmagal gimgbos: 39880l g LomMbggdob gm3om, HmIgmaz osdDows
30m0gM033s 56 3mmeds magabo Ima boncmdol dg8wga 680 Bymb.

9360m35d0 smEamdnlb Godmal dgmemgdom g3086gmo 3gMmomeol Msdwgbndy sbemn
5 bgdmdL:

30M3gm M0ado smbobndbogns  3oMgs dgdmbobmemon, megmsednMmzggmem Ladgdab,
boenm dmg300698000 b30bos @MBsG Lol Labgmmdals gzmgbos 4. Doemda (bm@m3zs@0s),
mdgmo(g 801-814 bemgddos 53gbgdmmao (Marasovic 2017:207-209, 428, 430).

630bs dogogmal g3magbos gmeada (39Mdsbos). gmeal 3mbBabBmal ©3meseds
0d969099mos 820-22 bemgddo, bmem dobo bgws bsbomo moz300006 0gbs 33mygzeboemn 3g-11

Lo 3mbab ababynbdn (Griesbach-Maisant et al. 1992:142).

63nbs  do3Mozobol  Lobgmmdol  3o@ofms  bdmal  HmEG™Mbos  g3abgm3mUbas
3mbMods 960  bgmb  3mbLESbaL  (agM3sbos)  Lagsmgo®m  Godmal  AGaemm-
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s3mbogmgmom 553965, Mmam(s 3o(36mzMal smamdol 3Magzama GodMal sbema (Mietke
1991).

35009MHdm@bolL g3mgbos (39M3sb0s), do3bmaMols seamdals dMazsmn &admals sbiemo,
930b3m3mb3s  donbzgMmy  @mb  3ogmdm@mbds  (93abgm3mbo  1009-1036  bmgddo)
0300063ddmdmal, 630bws 3g&Mgbs s 6l Lobgmdg 55d96s. 356 1033 Bgmlb b3nbros
30b5bg ao0gbogbs 33580 306m gmb 3gmdsmb3snbgbn, GMIgmdsz GodMmadal s6sbdMIgdan
5 Robobo@gdo goszgma'?.

J- 6930-Lg6E-Lg3nm3Mdo  (LogMsbagmn) sanEMMdMN3ds FgmEamds g M43,
Mol (30b9-bodsgaMolb  Igmmdgmds, 1026-1028 Bmgddn 630bws 3abol  dmem(330L
d99m9a smamdolb 3Magaomo @odfmal sbemo - bgbd-g@&ngbalb dobomngs sogm’s.

369139609600 93mabod 39m356L3oDgbmab (39635600) 35009Mdm@bal
930b3m3mb3s  39bMob Il ggmb  gg@mds  (930Lgm3mbn  1084-1127  Bmgddn)  omoby
boonmobd(3gdmal babgmbg ©0dgbs. gb Godomon, Gm3gmaiz smamdolb dMagemo Godmab
Sbenl BoMmBmaanbos, 930b3m3mb3s B63nbrs dobody dFmabayMmmdal bLobszgmme sogm,
mdgmbog 0go 930690, dogMed 39 asbobmm(zogme.

3o@oMd  g3mgbos domosb whggmmm ggadocms o 3Mmgamon  EMoagmEgdo
(39LBBOmgba, 39M3dsbns), HmMIgmo(y 6dobws Logmsgal Lobgmdg aym boznMmbo s 3abdg

acog 300bMob @mb ombLdgmaol (1145-1195 Bmgdn) dogh oaym dgbomyyemn  (Hollstein
1972:95-101). ngo 3sobybaldggdgmo oym mogobo ddalb 333mgmmdodg s, Gmamz RsbU,
obodogmol  aodmbyogol  doBbom, gb  ggmgbos  ag@nLomoddn  Imbommzo
3093 bogM9d00 bo(33mo@ @osbmmgdom 1172 bgemb 55d460.

63nbs Logmogol Lobgmmdol 3oGoMs g3magbos goomdymado mobdy. 3oGomo
Bmdolb O30 3mcbs  boggdmds  goMdgdmbagmamom  (meMomegds 1505 Bmoo) babayy-
Los@dMo3960L aMoxds, nm3sb myymgng 1-3s (336dsbgdmmds 1490-1545 B gddn) B3nbos
3060b Imem(330L dg30ga 593965 (1495-96 Bemgdo) (Lehmann 1994:802).

5L 33565

3560bdbal  g3mgboobomgol  smeamdol HmE@mboolb  Medegbodg sbeal gl bmgswo
303mboemas 39dmgal o3mgbl:

- ob o060l smeamdol 3Mazoma GodMab, ngMbamndal 63nbrs Lagmasgol g3maboob
bobomol, 35 oM sbemo.

- ob 9399360b dgmemgdom 3(306MgMazbmgeb sbrmgdl, HmImgdas s@MgdMob@nsbmm
93mgsdo 5dgbwo.

- ofmggmagob gbgodgdal dgdzzgmo Rsbobgmgda agzohzggbgdl, HGmame dgadmgdmes
gmgomoym  ass@obomo  9Mdo@gd@nemma  g9adgdal  Robobo@gda.  ¢bws
oMbgdmmoym  dbgzg 9MJ0Bgd& Mmoo g9adol  Rsbobo@gdo  GgdbBob asmgdy,
Amamg gb 9858 30bm gmb 3gmdgmbasybgbal dgdmbgggedn aym.

- 93mgboob 833969590 dgadmgdmes mz30mmb ymgnemoym 6s3ymezn 6d0bos 3nbsdy
5 gbobs dozbmgmal Logmogal g3mgbos, Gmameig 3mbLE b0l g3abgmdmbo
3MbMaon (950 bgemn), gy G (1026-28 brmgdn) o sbggg bobogy-LoscdMay 3960l
3600 0m3sb mywgog | (1495-96 Bemgda).

- Jgodmgds g3mgboals d@o@mmds 30637 asogbogbs 63nbs 306Dy 63nbrs Laggmagal
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