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Burials from Navdaraantkari Village
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ABSTRACT. The village of Navdaraantkari is located in Mtskheta municipality, on the northwestern
slope of the Saguramo ridge (41°53'57.9" N, 44°48'32.9" E). Several antique and early medieval archae-
ological sites have been confirmed in the area. An archaeological excavation at this site was initiated
after a group of burials was discovered while preparing a foundation for a modern residential building.
Of the nine burials found in the study area, three were stone cists and six were pit-graves. All remains
were oriented approximately east-west, with slight deviations. Archaeological excavation of the ceme-
tery revealed several groups of artifacts, including fibulae clasps, rings, pendants and earrings crafted
out of silver, iron and bronze. Having examined the clusters of tombs and identified the artifacts, we
can unequivocally categorize them amongst the tombs and burial mounds of the Late Antique and
early medieval periods that are common in the region.

Ls3396dm LB yzqd0: s INo Lo 3Mbqdo, Isbgms, s 3Mdomi0lb Bqbo
KEYWORDS: Early Medieval period, Mtskheta, Funerary rites

dgbagoma

33bgme s dobo 30dgdatg GgMmo@mmMos domsmns 430565680390 bobal s dgs Layznbggdal
s Jgmemaom@o dgamgdoom. 83 bz, Lonb@gMmgbm saomb BoMmdmawaqgbl bLmggma bagmsms-
Sbmgon, MmIgmoary Jomsd dbgmnsb AMmomm-smdmbsgmamom 30 33-dn dgdstgmdl. 2020
Bgmb LodoMmggmmb gemgbamoa ndgndab gdb3gooEesd  Lmgmolb  LsdbMgom-smdmbagmagm
15630 (GPS - 41°53'57.9"N. 44°48'32.9"E) aosMBgboma sGdgmmmann®a badymdomgda Rss@ome.
dggase, sMgnmo dns bominbygdol gdzbo mMBmLedambol s boda Jgoymmal &odolb bsdsmbo
353m3m0bes, MM3gmms bobamo obsbgdema aym.

Ro@omgdaman  Ladmdomgdol  obgamndolb  bBoM3meagboo, LESG0oL  Fobsbos  ged8mgmgboema
S dgmmmaon@o doboms hogMomb Lodgsbogfm d0dmd(393990 s gobabodmz@mb dobo mamamo.
LEdG0ab 3oMggm bsBomda dm(393mmos LadomMbgdol smbBgMommds, bmmm JgmEg bsboemdo

a56bommmos Im3mzgdnmo M@ gBed@&qdo s dgoaemgdamos Iisbgmal Lbgs dsMamama@ dabe.
mbo;ob.


https://gnm-moambe.ge/

28  bodsmbors xz3m00 begggem bsgmomosbojomnwsb Burials from Navdaraantkari Village

Lm@soo 1. baddmadgm Gaendmeos Figure 1. Excavation area
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Figure 2. Schematic plan of the burials
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Figure 3. Burial Ne11. 1. View from south, before excavation; 2. Human and animal bones in the burial, view from
south; 3 Excavated burial, view from east; 4. Fibula; 5. Ceramic tile used for the floor of the burial
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Figure 4. Burial Ne2. 1. Burial before excavation, view from south; 2. Excavated burial, view from south; 3. Finger ring;
4. Pendants (three items); 5. Fragmented finger ring
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Lo 5. Lodombo Ne3. 1. Lodombol bawo LodbMgmowsb; 2. 456396nma Lodo@mbol bawo Lsdb&qmowsb; 3.
a9mbs oo (bLogsmseyom)

Figure 5. Burial Ne3. 1. Burial before excavation, view from south; 2. Excavated burial, view from south; 3. Pendant
(possible)
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Lyomn 6. Lodombo Ned. 1. badombolb bgwmo obogmgmnwsb; 2. 30685bmnma Ladsmbab bywn AHLarmmgomnwsb.

Figure 6. Burial Ne4. 1. Buriual before excavation, view from west; 2. Excavated burial, view from north
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Figure 7. Burial Ne5. 1. Burial before excavation, view from north; 2. Excacated burial, view from south
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Figure 8 Burial Ne6, 1. Burial before excavation, view from north; 2. Excavated burial, view from south; 3. Finger ring-
stamp; 4. Image depicted on the finger ring-stamp
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LyGomo 9. Ladamba Ne7. 1. Lodombab bgwo AMarmmgma©sb; 2. 8330mobs 30bdo; 3. 3gM3bemal Loyneg. 4. dgdqon

Figure 9. Burial Ne7. 1 Excavated burial, view from north; 2. Fibula; 3. Silver earring; 4. Finger ring
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Ly@oomo 10.  Lodombo Ne8, 1. LodoMbol bawn BMommAamowob; 2. a0639bwomo bsdoMbolb bawo
LodbMgonsb.

Figure 10 Burial Ne8, 1. Burial before excavation, view from north; 2. Excavated burial, view from south.
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3-4 moombols Qb%nbﬁgb‘g@n ™o bogomo; 5 aﬁnqvbodoSdnb BMoa3396@0

Figure 11. Burial Ne9. 1. Burial before excavation, view from north; 2. Excavated burial, view from north; 3-4.
Fragmented two metal object; 5. A fragment of fibula
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