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ABSTRACT. This article concerns the possible interpretation of a structure discovered on the territory
of the Dekhviri open-air archaeological and ethnographical museum (northwest Georgia, Lekhumi
region) as an antique-period sepulcher. The context of this structure is archaeological evidence found
in the villages Dekhviri and Tskheta and their adjacent territory (I millennium BC, Antique and
medieval material).

In 2017, an archaeological team led by R. Isakadze and Sh. Buadze investigating the medieval period in
the study area as part of the Lechkhumi (Tskheta-Dekhviri) archaeological expedition (directed by N.
Sulava) investigated a stone structure. The excavators interpreted it as a church of the medieval period,
but we propose that it is a Late Antique/ early medieval burial sepulcher. The nearby archaeological

context supports the proposition that this sepulcher belonged a member of the local elite.
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800560 3mebgmols bsfowro, wgbbmdo (w356gmo 3sagMoL 3MboE03se0EHYGH0) OIS
Lbgoslb3s 396M0MEOL 5MJgMEMPOM©mO dGREIO0m, MSE XIO 30093, AoUWo Low3mbols Igmy
Bobggo®mdo Jo@mgzgwro 933w q36M900L dogM BoBoMgdeds 3069 SMJIMEMA0MTs 5mbMYdTS3
30 gbosym (Caxaposa 1966; Lobs®rmgs 19765; Lobo®mgs 19760; Lvyansgs 1988; mensgs 1990; bryenegs
19895; byanogs 19890; Lryamsgs 1996; Limemsgs 2003; Sulawa 2001s; Sulawa 20010; god0dsdz0o s
Lbg. 2004). GmameE d93bogmgdo m3w0sh, wghbmdo 3mewbwyMo dGM0bxsml M EHMOOL
Dom3MImdoL ghm-ghmo 3gMss (Caxaposa 1966), bmem 990amd LodsGmM3zgml gho-gHmo
obGH™MOHOMWo 3OHM3063305, MMIJOE JoOPWWO FYsHMgdol FoMs dmbligbogdwyros dgMdbwyen-
006G s L@IbNEM Fysmmgddo (36MM3M30 3gLsG0gEo 1965; mgmEmbo sbaMgwo 1941;
09Mdgbodzowo s bbg. 1983:10, 0g3g, @sbob. wogd).).
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©9hbmosb ImAobsmg oo Lsdx360ghH™m oMmGIMWgdIOL SMJgmemaoMo dsbogrol 90%
39000b3930000 IMb53M35605, Mol IbMmemE 300900 bofoo 0bsbgds 39900l olEGMMOwMw
db9gmddo, JMmoolol  Lobgwdfonm olbEGmmomw  dbgmddo, ULodsGM3gwml  gOMm3bre
dxb9mddo. MomEIbMdM035© MBMM IgBHo s B3gbo J39gbolomzol msgzobo  olGmMmomwo
00690 qdom  93b0dzb9wmgzsbgbo  3margdzogdo 3o B3gbo  d394bol  Bobawagdl  AsMgom,
9690357305 (15643-393JMOMOR0) IGO0 - dMObX ML SMEIBJBHIOOL mmbo 256d0, mdHml
6030990L 3009dE0s Leag. MLobgemsb (Bobs®mgs 19765; bvyengs 19890; Lyamsgs 1996).

90195905350 G I3060 9553500560 sOJgMEIMYOMMO 33¢g3900Ls, B39BL by ms®mligdeo
50dmPBg6gd0  (MMymOE  5OHJgmEmao©o  dombMgdom, sbg3g dgdmbggzomo  sdmPBgbgdom
9030m3900), 2950695 36083690 m3560 s OO BsTY360IMM VOMmIIMEGIOLSS SCITIMEHM
©9BbmAolomzol, 9M59g dmgmo bodoMM39gEMmBsmgzol, MoBg3 B39 6sdMMIdo dmEsboero
B35JH900G 99GHY39LgoL.

©9b30M0l 53¢r335 S oLO 3MJYMEMYO@-OlGHMMOMOo FoMgim

LG9G0530 496b0ME0s s o8MmmJd0s 356590 Wghbwydol MmO 3Mb3MgE o dgawrols
00005 - 530535, MMIGoE s0dmBbowos ,,gb306MH0L oy 3oL 398 SMJgMmEEMAOO-
000b6maGoxzowm  IMbgmdol”  BHIM0GHMM0sDY.  Lodomzgwrmdo  s@dmbgboo 530 ©sdgdo
d0M0MOI© 96(3037M-50M98MoL3969900L  39M0MPL 2969336905 (A3bgms-Gmy3zmszato,
0530690, (o 3560, dsgrols, Lombo, ymmmmm) s LEHBMYPSIMBOL IHobsmgPRMwo ggbol
Dom0mAoy9beols A5bLLlgbdEo by gmgomoygm. bsbsd s3ersdol mgdsls d9g39bgdom,
93090905 08 sMLYOIMWO SMJIMEMR0IM-0LBHMOOMO 3G9Il Jodmbowgs, MHMIYEo3
39OL 530538 dgbolifoge dgal. gl AoM9gdm Lemgge E9b30MH0Ly s 3bgmol  dosdmgddo
390m3wwgboo sMJgmemyomco 3093¢gdugdos, HMAWgdoE ImoEs3L Bsdo OO 39MO0MEOL -
33.0. I soobfargmenols, 56303960 bobols (33.5. IV L. —ob.§. IV b.) @05 8995 Loy 3mb9ggdol dsloergdl.
Sbgmgdos:

1. 30ebMHo Bobobers®o (93.§. VIII-V LL-ob 3bgool bslisbrsto s o 43530d9wsb 39Hmdby),
M@AEolL Jgbfoges s0fym oo bsm3mbol 70-0560 ergddo. goombs®s gMmo Losmoglim,
LoSE 965MMNMO 3OO 39M5F030L MO, MHMIGEOE SMIMOMIBL 53 Bolisbes®U,
50dmBbs J30L MB0 39O Yoe0do3, HMIWOL sbsermyo MEbMd0S. Yseoddo Rsdmolibdgdms
L5063OMVEIG0M 3x56EMHOLYdIMMHO BOMHBOHIO0, HMIgdLsg 0949690bab FBmdowo 3mebwymo
50D0b6@7doL dgbsdzmdso (Lobstrmgzgs 1976d: 96-104; Sulawa 2001d: 375; byensgs 2003; Sulava 2008:
299-305; Lobsmgs s bryengs 2014).

2. bL5F>MHM36900 - (3bgMOL Lodsermgsbo (d3.§. IV — sb.§. IV Ll), bosg gobvyero bemzmbol 60-0s6
Pagddo dbmewme 15 Lsdombo ao0mboms (bLobsmgs 1967; bLryensgs 1996; Lryenegs 2014), bmerm
2015-2019 §§ 3900b6Hgdolsl ©ogdo@s 18 Losdsbo. 2016 fgl, od3g, 9goHmo 3owmdg@col
dmdmmgo0m, 5QEHOWDBY - 33500065, 50IMBbES 03039 bobol sbowo Lsdsmmzsbo s 0d39
33056060bx 5m-50M9M 3060l bobolb Lsdsmbol bsdmo (bwyarsgs 2018, 2019, 2020).
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G000 1. ©IH30m0L Mos 3ol J390 5OJ)MmEmY0wMH-gmbma Mg 3vHgdo s 53¢ETs.

Figure 1. Dekhviri open-air archaeological-ethnographical museum and sepulcher

L9500 2. ©9bg060L 53em@sds Figure 2. Dekhviri sepulcher
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3. 395L5m 32969900l dg0, 39MHIME, PIH30MOL (30bYg, HOMIgeog Bsdo 30bg-3mdzoL 3md3wgdlos.
50 93069 909mbo30sbs3 BBL 53 YOOl 2oblozmm®gdmwo d60dzbgermds - dg.f. I
sm3LfeErgME0sb dmymergdmero 9o 159936900l Bsmzom.

d9LsLHogEr0 9ol - 530STOL oMgdml SOHIMOEMASL 81939 b OYTsEHML 53539 BH9MO-
AMM05bY, 990mbz9g300m, DBMLEO  95PO0W-3YOIMYMBOL  F0MOMYOOL oM  sdmBgboo
b6G03mm0 bobol Foloergdo: dmbgBado (Mo oo, mdmmbo, segdbsb®g 0s390Mbgeol
LGoGgHOL 30650530); obLOEINE™D 3538060900 5030930 (BMObK ML - Bor153900, LH30WO
- 13OO0639wol  4odmlobmgds); 39099035 (©mJqdo); Lsdzomwo  (LsBoxwMgdo - BdMObY ML
BmEhsBbgJoo S 530MEMYIYO0; 3dogLsdZeo - LaMEombol, Jose3gmbol,
Jo630l, dobols - 2503306035 s 2ovdF306M35(g, 3ModMMmoo - bbgosslibgzs BgMOL
090OBMEGd0560, 330600LEHO30L6 BMOIOL, ™MJOMBgbowo; Logmdg - 396EbErol, ym@dbols
99360 9993mwo; 89390 - mJOHmbo, FHMYPPsHBOoWOo; 09FOlL M3wgdo  LEGEOMBO,
£933900 H35(5bbsgs 3mbMLol Gm®IoL). bs8mmzwo 503MmMsYsb slsbodbsz0s - 39MEbwOl
g6dbol 3@ g360m 8993000 LoymMyg, H™Igeog Augoglos 3bgmol Lsds®mgzsbbyg, Ne 2 Lsdsebdo
00dmPgboo  mdHml  LogOobs (IEMEos Lods®mzgaeml  gMhmgbmwo d1bgmdol mdmml
53mbdo (byarsgs 1996: 53, 35¢). 126, by, 27);

bGsm0o 1. MLobgom®ob dgswombo Figure 1 Usakhelauri medalion
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31939, MJemL  dbEOYOIBoMo  09FJO, OMIOol  Jglobgdsg ,,dgbgms” I-ob  s3GH™MMgd0
5060365396, MM S135MY3 30GH0sHAOL LsTsMBI0 FMm3M3gdMo 3gFol ALYs3BOS  (3539M0L
d19b9ddo 3o 39390 bLmx. MLsbgwMmdo s0dmbgbowo 3m33¢gJuosb (si35dodg s bbg.
1955: 203-204).

392960L obEMOoM IHgddo Lemg. MLobgwmMEb 3m33egdlol Loboo dgdmlmewo bogmgdo
M3bMd0s. 50b0dbmwo 39390 3bgmddo dmbgzs 1938 (gl s s5BmBgboos 3bgmsdo dofjols
L53omgdol MM (bvmesgs 1996: 53, 35¢). Ne 127).

5023905, @gBbwydol 53 (36MdoEO  LeMGEOL, ©YH30MOL  B0ESTIMGIOL  SMIJIMEOMAO0MO
d9LFog3eol 930 GdMBSHY  J0R300000090L  BIFMMZEIOWO  SOJJMEIMROM0  3:33egdlols
(3309606M0bx 5-63060L bobols bolisbars®o, s6G03mMo bsbol Lods®mgzsbo, dws Low3mbggdols
©gb3060L (30b9900) SOLYIMDS, M3 00l OEILEHIMYdSs, OMI 5T SQEYOL, OMYMOF 339
503608690, oblsgzmmMgdom 36033bgarmgsbo Mmoo  3Jmbos d3.f. I smobfiergmerosb
dmygmEgdeo 99509369900l Bs03om 569 BodEMdM0350, 53 MYR0mbL, HMIgeroE 8495 Lovy)-
399699080 953mbEHOMgdgw gHox396M90bBY IJdsMIGMBWY, J9BBSIMMMGOMEO TEYMIIMIMDS
93935 365350 L3960l 256353¢Md5T0.

435309905L Bolobna®ol gomb®mgdolsl 50dmbgbowo s®dgmemyom®mo dsbsgngdol dobgwgzom
LGOI, MMI 5 IIXIMO  Foffomndmddgo-glodmbarg  dmlobergmds  3bmzmMd.,
G390 9GO MR0sLmbs3 04m 3538060900, 585Bg o 50dmBybowo J30b Mbogswm®mo
45¢00003 3033000m90b. 25630056900 FgEow 0By 993Y39wqdlL s93g 9939 99dmbggzom
503mBgboo s (393900l olEMmMoer 3MHgmddo IO dOOBX ML BMmEO s dMObxsM
6539000930 - 3mEbMMo 3o, M93b305 s BMMEOLYdMMO Lo3obdo, ogsdo (Lwwsgs s Lba.
2012).

Y3530g905L bolobesMol Losbermggl, 396dm dmbobeol 9BMmdo, 50dmBbEs dGM0bxsml batol
9306y BmIob L3N3GHGs. SBsMaoMGmO B3MW3GHMMJI0  sbILOIMYOGos  3MwbMo
36MH0bx ML 3w EMMHOL LodoMr3bgd0LIM30L (033000 FobAGOOLEMZ0L) S g3 Lo ™3zbol
5MLYGOMBSL 33935659 JO0bJBL (935 o 3M35¢0sbo 2012; bryewsgs 2013).

Y3530g90sL LodbMgm-500mbogmgm BgHEmMdbBY 30 bLmBgwr 3bgMOdo O SO A35(M0BsDY
d9LFo3c00 9BEGH0IMMO bobol  Lods®bgdols dsbogos (godMErgdo, ddogLvdzswmwo, 396Msdo3s)

30m0mgdL Mgu0mbol 25MglsdgsMmMLMB FoMmm MMMOIOHMMBIBY. MHMyMOE Bobobws®by,
51939 Bodomr™356%g 4o8mzgbogo Fsbogns  (Lo0b3MMLEHSEOM Tobogrol Bsdmbolbdgwo yswodo,
100900, Ls939E0, 8d0gLEd3oWo, 39M53035) 3603369 M3z560s SMTIGMEGHM  JoB Do
5MJ9mEmyoolsmzol, 9MsdgE Imgwo 35335L00L, F530BM30L30MHIMOLs s FgOEIMBIo
5049 maoolom3zol. §ysmmgddo sbsbwmwo gbgzoMol 30bol LEGModgaome 360d3bgemdsby,
30639 gl ym3zwobs, dobo 3 dsMgmdom d9a30dwos 303X IWM™. 0g0 53MmbGHMMEYds .
35960LFyeol bgmdosb 8. ox s6MOL bymdsdo d0dszse gBIOL. 5990 oMo BBL (3989600l
93900 o oxsbMGmol bgmds, 96 wwgBbmdol mGo 3GM™30b30oL (,,dmggbol”), 39bMdEGHo
05aM5G0Mbol dobgzom ™Mo bgmdobl, 25000035 9hbmdols” o ,,x9dMmEds wgBbwydol”
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MEoEILo bBsffoo. ©gbz0M0lL (30boL IBWMBYEOL ™MZowlsfogdo o0dbgdmes dmdzgmeo
bodgMgarmlizgb, B3sbgmols s MoFoLs3gb T0dogzoeo aHgd0E. WIb30M0L EFobol 35bwdEo
053M5G0MboLYMo SOHIMSE 9351 5EILEGIMGOL: ,,cgBbTol Lodmobs, 3bgbolfgwol Bgom

309 HBg© 9O 3obg gLy Bgws 960, IH30M0, MS30 Ms3gMoLs (5649 ghbmdols - b. .),
65090079 OHMIgels 134Mo3l 00, dmOR0EgdsLs Jolls Jobs 56056 O™ / ,,eghbwdol

Lodmob, 3bgbolffyarols 309BgE sOL (30bg JergLbs Bgws 960, IHZ0MO, M30 Ms3MIMOLS,
©5090v), OGMIgEbs M3gMHo3L 00, FMMPOEgdsLs dobls Fobs 0056 LOWMWos* (35bmdEo
1941;3963d9608300 s bbg. 1983: 37, 66; g009MHgenodg s bbg. 2013: 178-179).

boebu®o  godmEgdol mobobdo §d. d5duodg s@LsMgdgo  (fBosbms (3bmgMgds 2001)
0530530603905©  ©IH306M0L  30bgdo  Imbems, bemm dgbmdg Lma. BbwEgwdo dolo
LobgEMdOL Jodoms IMbILEBIOO SOBYOMIS.

GmamO3 365bgm, ©gbzoMol  Fglobgd 30039 F9gMH0Wwmdom  (36mdsL  y3sf30l  39bMIGHo
393M5&0Mbo. 59 36MdOL Fobss®Lom MbEs 3035M9EM™M, MM OLEHMMOEo figoMm o9 45630-
0560909100 56 230560 w5 Lo3bol 30bol sOBYOMBIBY F0a3560d690L. 55LMb Logo JMGdIEOs,
6™ ©gb3063o 35bmIEHOL s0igMol MM 56 SGHLGDdMBES boErmws Fgdmbsbryero, Msd9bodg
259mOBgME0 Bo3Me@Em 56 Loghm boggdmds; Hobssmdgy 99dmbggzsdo 3sbmd@EHo dogMo@ombo,
030 dobLo sOfgMdOL 39NMEO3OL 3930035¢0oliobgdm, MM dmoblgbogds dmigdwme
AIO0GHMO05Dg 5OLYdME b3y, ImJdgo 0v) BoEM39dE Mmd0gJBJOLSS 3O.

2021 §geol ¢gBbmddo ,,9b30600l os 3oL §398 sMJgMmEma0IMm-9mbmyMoromer dmbgmdol”
9dmbsbgdsd, HMIWOL BHgMoEMM0sDY3 IYdsMgMBL Bs33wg30 MBOYJGHO - 530HTd, 3093
9O0bgm Bo0o® Y3965b5 s 235830dMJd0bs, BB LoobEHYMILM S 30bGHMIBEG IO MY gz30,
6HMIgoiE 9gH30M0L SMIJIMEEMAOMO GG Hgs HomIm©ygboo, momgdol sbsdwzowmgdom
394939090l dofiol LygsMdazqd BbgsIlbls 3gM0m©Ool 36083690M356 dgawms 3m33¢gdLgdols
5MLgdMBSBY (LMoo 1, 2).

50235650, 53X 9O B3960 330930l Losbos O YMMOIEMGds 230605 gogsdsbgzowmm 2017 (gl
»@ghbMIol (3bgms-gbz0M0L) sOJgmemyom®o 9dudgoiool” (bgerddws. b. bvyesgs) Fos
1599399169900 3393500 K AYIBOL (5OJgMEMYOME 330093900 HoMToM 9300696 b ols3sdg
@5 Go¢35 3995dg) B0gM o8m3egboen sboe sMJgMeEMmPoM® ™MdogdGbY, 39HdmE 30, dobo
1bJgool 09gbGH0B035300L Lo30MbYY. sWbodbmw LgbmbIo sGJgmemaom®o LsdMdomgdo
80900656H9Md®s  ©gb30600l  5MJgMEMYoM©m-gmbmyMszomwo ©os 3ol 4398 I bgmddo,
©9b3000l gmEsDY, Losg 9MJgMmEMygdds JMEEHMGYIo 399330MJMO0L bgs bs8mgdmsb
JOMOQ©  3odMsgzwwobgl  LsobEHYMum BoagdMBs, OGMIgEoE 0IBGHOBOEFOMPIMWOS OMYME3
3963000009000 F5 1599371699008 MBsHBMO FHOZ0L 93glos -, YoM (0ls3>d] S d¥Y5dg
2016; 099539 s 0bo3sdg 2018: 144-147). gl gobe0sgm amMol LsdbGMgmo Jowmol domdo, Nell

Lo3IWO MbOOWO 99939Mmd00 godm3wgbowo, J30L bsmowo 335MIOOMS O WIVIOOM
5396900 BoggdMds MOLIGGHYM060 (3m3mEwom (bmdgdo - 3.80 x 4.80).
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B3960 53306390005 @S BsWODOm, 5OLYIMBOL M58Ybodg FBoJBMOO, OMIWIdoE dgywrols
3°00bMgE0 5MJgMEmygdol InbsBOGOOL JobgEs35© 23580dMgo0bgdL, MMI Jglsdwms gl
B5290Md5, 0535300395 35063, 95 JOMOLEGBMW  FHodoMl, 50599 §3056563H03MM b

5QM9MEo 3195 Bom39969900L  obSIMAsOg 53T (35TgMOL)  [omTmopqbs. Bggbo
395650 563T9b3HYJO0 SLgm0s:

L. 2o0b6gdol  9bs608do  33000bMdm - 063900900  sIMBLggmol  39EIWo
LHmObsBM35605. 330609 BMIGO0B 45dMIEObscy LogmMmbgzgero 453mgmEBoo s SMHOL s
503 396390l dmfgmdol 3350 BBL”. Lods®mggwmdo 3bmdowos d0Mg Bmdol sMdsBwwo
939b0gd0, MHMIgEms 50IMbZ3Ego bsHowgdo dmemgzgds LHmEm3IMPbmzsbo LozmOmbyg-
3@g00m, 95250 mH: 0o JoMmedo, memol IMboEodswo@gddo, Lmg. 35MdOL gobsdoGrs
dbstgl 9gdsMmgMdL 3. oM0obgl 93eglos. 93wglool s@dmbsgmgmo bsffowo dmerm3zgds
LHmO3mombs bogm®mbgzarom. dol dmbofymds 29633900 aMdogo Bodbeosb BMo-
Mmool s LsdbMgmol 39egdo 20 B3-ob Logsbol AbGYBd0m BJgErIds, Mog 50IMbOZEGm
3000900 Fomm3mmbs  g9gadoMgdol BoMmm 60dsl Jdbol (gswo (Mgo.) 1990:75). dbyogLo
3939560930l sMBsHBMO 930qL0JdO 5BMLOZED BodsMMZgErml bbgs Mgaombdos 43b3qds.
o 05809bsdg 3(1080GH0E0 50BOYMBOL, BOYMZIWPIMP PO3MEILYOO SBLOEIOO BM-
M3oligob goblbgegadmeo, doa®msd ds0b3 Loglgdoo 356mbozMMmo gqadsMgdols LszOmbgzergdo
aooBbosm.

3oOmM3Mbs LO3MOPHYIZ060 BHBOW03Jd0 1) IMBSDBMEO 93wglogdo 1o3ToMm® 93039~
WYMo gngows IV-V 193169900l (3sbGHodg s bbg. 2020: 48-50) BO@OEM-slsgego
L060580; L3MBEBMMI 5EMYOOBIBE MO LsdysGMl Bbgs J399bgddoa 33b3wIds (G0 Faol
LogoMmM39wmdos). OMAMmE dmagbligbgdsm, JMHobGosbme dmdR3z®gdsdo, Lsglzwgbom sedo-
A99HMOMwo bmGmIgoom LH3MOMbIZ9wo  BHodMmOL bH3MOWMMHO LogM3gs. 0L sIMbLgEgm
Bofoerdo doMomso LogzMEOLYYD 0358OM® ASTMYMBOWO, STSMEGOMEIO SPHOW0s, Lodlbgzy-
G3EMd, HMIGE0E ob3Mm360w0s LM ™ Fglgdol FglolimIgdws. sd0G™MI BMYsO©
JOoLEGH0BME Lsdgs®mdog 30, 0mddol Fo®mdmmaqbywros Ibz0MmTo dodmzwgbowo bopg-
dmdOoL Abgoglo 5©bsgMdOL 93glns, LosE M0 49633939090, 39MEH0IIMMO 0
306H0DMbGH Mo 603b)0sbo 90Jo@gdBHMOMWo ©IGHIOE 30 9O 9MLYIMdPIL JoMHOMIO
LogMEoL (Bombiol) s Lo3MMHMbY3OL A5TYMg DP3MO; 58 MZoEVBsBOOLOM, BMbs3WOLOS

330560 85 1593mB9g9g00L Loglwgliom MJo@gdGHvrmol LOHWO ©Y35BLOL sLLb3gE0, Bg@o©
mdfgm Loddgbgderm 3gdbozom boggdo MH89Ybodg Lolimagwrm BodwrmEggErm.

2. 51939, 9OJgmEmyomEo  sbgemodol dobgzom BsobEHgMgbms 9MEgRsIGHJOOL  50IMBgbol
5QR0M0 - ,930qLooL BOEOWMIMOLs s SQIMBOZYNOL 39Ol Bologdbg dogrgdon
636930L 5gbsls s 0bGHYM0gMHTo 50MBIBOWO 5O EYRBIGHJO0IE TgMGO0m HBMLEHI© MO~
0905 94o30LngMo 3mbEIbEHMIWO bsbgdoom 89930, Mgme byMmdbg yzommo dmFodmwo
3305600B56EH0MH0 x50l M0 BMH9QTI6E0. 59 BgbsL BgIM@b sHOL IIMo G9bs, GMIgedos
o5bBEMgdom 08539 39MH0mEOL IMMFodsz0o 39053035 O BSOBMMOL BMRTI6GH0 950BMBb.”.
903999900 LB 39O BBL, MMI 396053035 JOMHOMISE b5gdMBOL 2509 39M0dEHMDYS
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