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To the study of ancient evidence of textile manufacture
Summary

This article reviews ancient textile related archaeological finds from
prehistoric period documented on the territory of Georgia. These are finds from
various research projects carried out in throughout the past several decades.
The artifacts are preserved at the Georgian National Museum and include textile
fragments as well as tools related to textile manufacture.

The oldest evidence of flax (Linum usitatissimum) fibers are documented in
all layers of the Upper Paleolithic Site Dzuduzuana (west Georgia). They have
traces of color and one of the threads was twisted. [Kvavadze E., Ofer B., Belfer-
Cohen An., Boaretto El., Jakeli N., Matskevich Z., Meshveliani T. 2009].

At the archaeological sites of Neolithic-Chalcolithic periods belonging to
Shulaveri-Shomutepe Culture are documented fibers, fragments of textiles, and
big number stone and bone tools for textile production. These are finds from
the settlements. Through this material it is obvious that textile production is to
be considered as one of the dominant activities of these societies.

Textile fragment are documented at the Kurgan sites of Early Bronze Age.
These are part of the richly decorated burials. The fragments provide information
about the craftsmanship, waving technique, rituals, and tradition.

These materials are the main subject of the study. Research methodology
includes microscopic study of the materials, preparation of detail graphic and
photo documentation, identification of the textile type, techniques of knitting
and dyeing, which kind of colorants were used.

Prehistoric textile fragments and tools for production are important testimony
for reconstruction of everyday life, economical activities, and traditions of
ancient cultures.

This article was prepared in the framework of the project “Prehistoric
textile from Georgia” (#FR-19-21843) funded by the Shota Rustaveli Georgian
National Science Foundation.
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